The Dublin Corporation has voted a grant of ?100 a-year to the National Lying-in Hospital, Holies Street, a gift which has saved that institution from considerable pecuniary embarrassment.
Dr. Isaac Bayley Balfour, Sherardian Professor at Oxford, has been appointed to the vacant Chair of Botany in Edinburgh University as successor to the late Professor Dickson. Professor Balfour is really going home in returning to Edinburgh and filling the position of botanical professor there. His father held the same post for many years, and was the new professor's instructor in the science they have both chosen to follow.
While the value of electricity in the treatment of various diseases has long been known, and has aroused public interest, there has been but a scanty supply of suitable apparatus to be met with in our hospitals or elsewhere. This has given a grand opportunity for quacks of all sorts, and electric belts, electric hair-brushes?every article which could have one or two pieces of metal fastened to it and be dubbed electric? has been used to wheedle money out of the pockets of the ignorant. This 
